AUGUST RACE REPORT 

            It has been a few weeks since I have been able to catch up with everyone with my ever so busy schedule. 
  

Grand National, 1/2 Mile, Rapid City , SD , 8-04-09 

We started the month out traveling to the famous Sturgis Bike Rally for some racing action. The Black Hills weather was tough on us all week. I was able to get in a few short track races with my best finish being 5th. The big show was the Grand National half mile in Rapid City . I felt real decent in practice. My biggest struggle was trying to get the bike hooked up on the dry slick, grooved, clay. I sat 25th fastest after qualifying. A big thanks to Davey Durelle for helping me figure out my suspension! I got a great start from the second row, charging into turn one, but had some shifting problems. I learned later that I had some transmission problems that needed a fixing! After getting up to speed, I was able to pick off a few boys and finished with an 8th in the heat race. Shortly after the heat races, Mother Nature decided to move in on us and she hit hard. After inches of rain and the races getting canceled, we were stuck in the clay pits until 2:30 a.m. the next morning. This was quite the disappointment as I felt I had something for them in the semi but all you can do is look on to the next race. 

  

Kansas Fair Circuit 
I had heard of the Kansas Fair Circuit that used to be so big back in the day but had never been able to check it out for myself. This year I was able to run in Oberlin , KS , August 8, on a 3/8 mile as well as two nights at Stockton , KS , August 10 and 11, on a large ½ mile. 
At Oberlin, after finding a broken steering stem on the J&M Honda frame bike, I hopped on the Suzuki OEM and ran in the main with an 8th place finish. The Harley transmission was fixed so in Stockton and I was able to turn a lot of laps during the two days, which felt great! The track here was VERY dry and had a narrow grove. The first night on the Harley, I got a bad start down in the marbles but was able to work by Durelle, #58, Aaron Lindfors, #39g, as well as Luke Gough, #62, to sit in fourth. Although I was reeling in Mic Kirkness, #87, he, Carr, and Kopp had stretched it out to a comfortable lead. I took the checkered flag finishing fourth. I had a rough start the second night as well in the main event. Within a few laps, I worked by Luke Gough and set sights on Aaron Lindfors. I came up on him only to get too anxious and slipped the groove, which took me off the pace and I settled with a 6th. 
  
Grand National, Mile, Grove City , OH , 8-16-09
            I have never been so happy to finally arrive at Grove City after a stressful trip back from Kansas . On my way back, about 250 miles from Dayton, OH, (my destination), I was told my engine in the van had seized so I was towed 180 miles up to Pekin, IL, where my good friend Dave Garmon lives. He took care of me!  He had me load up all my equipment in his Dodge truck so I could go to Ohio . It was time to go racing! I ran this mile track last year and I was excited to come back but hoping that the track stayed together. I felt fast out there on the first round of practice even after a save on a high side in turn three. The track had no base and was real deep which made it a little sketchy down the straightaways.  I almost didn't ride because I just didn't feel safe but figured I would get out there and ride to the conditions. I lined up in heat race number one of the Expert twins. I got a reasonable start, running mid pack, until I was blinded by the dust. Just before pulling off due to the poor visibility, the AMA red flagged the race and did some track prep. It seemed to be better and I ended up with a ninth place in the heat which sent me to a semi. 
            I got a fantastic start in the semi and felt tons better. It seemed like the track crew had finally got the track together after grading and putting some moisture in it. The lead pack was in sight but I just couldn't get up that way. I caught up with Mike Radley, #17b, and set him up to take over 6th on the last lap only to have #44, Brandon Robinson, set us both up and take over the spot. I took a close 8th in the semi. 
            I am glad I fought through this one and made it out safe. On another note, my mentor, #3, Joe Kopp, won this race today! He smoked them winning by 22 seconds and lapping up to 8th place. Joe and Rob Kopp have been great this year giving me pointers here and there when needed. 
  
Grand National, TT, Peoria , IL , 8-23-09
            I had a tough Peoria outing this year. I didn't feel real comfortable all day but was happy not to pull the same stunt as I did over the jump at the Springfield TT. Let just say I'm going to do motocrossing this winter and come back to these TT's and run with them next year. 
I have had some tough times this year but I feel I'm learning a tremendous amount and continuing to having fun. I feel that all this hard work is going to pay off soon and I'm looking forward to the next few weeks! 
  
My sponsors this year who are backing me are superb! Thanks to all of them: 
  
Latus Motors Harley~Davidson, Bob Lanphere's Renton Suzuki, R&A Racing, Vince and Denise Holt, Rod Lake Racing, Schenk Racing, Cox Hotshoes, Nymo Plates, Grinderfest Boxing/coffee, MSR, Motion Pro, Redline Oil, Scott Shop Towels, Durelle Racing, and Protect All.
